Orange County Beekeepers Association

Meeting Minutes
November 14, 2024

Presentation: “Hive Thermoregulation”

Kim Guillemette is the current Research Apiculturist for David Tarpy’s research program at NC State
University. Previously, she worked as a Honey Bee Health Specialist at Bee Informed Partnership. Kim
is also an NCSBA Master Beekeeper and operates a small beekeeping operation in eastern NC.

In her presentation, Kim discussed honey bee homeostasis and thermoregulation. In a beekeeping
context, homeostasis is the hive’s ability to maintain the colony temperature and humidity environment
at a stable level despite fluctuating external conditions. Practical implications include being mindful of
temperature during inspections to avoid damaging brood. The presentation emphasized the complexity
of honey bee thermoregulation and how important it is as beekeepers to understand the mechanisms of
homeostasis for successful beekeeping.

Club Business

Announcements and Reminders

Honey Extractor Raffle:
o Tickets are $5 each or $20 for five. The drawing will be on December 12th during the
holiday party.

Blackwood Farm Park Honey for Sale:
o Lisa Vogel announced there is still some honey from Blackwood Farm Park Apiary
available for purchase ($16 per one-pound jar).

Elections for 2025 Officers

Open Positions: President, Vice President, and Outreach Director.
Nominees:

o President: Axel Elling

o Vice President: Mary Anne Rhyne

o Outreach Director: Jim Barrick

Outcome: All nominees were elected unopposed.

Volunteer Opportunities

Standing Committees:
o Volunteers are needed for various committees, including education (looking for someone
to lead the club extraction day in July) and we are also looking for a leader for our journal
club discussion group.



Holiday Party:

o Sign-up sheets were circulated, seeking volunteers to bring main dishes and other
contributions.

Committee Updates

Education:
o Bee school registrations are progressing well and new faculty members are being
recruited.
o The Master Beekeeping Program (MBP) study groups are active and preparing for the
spring conference.

Membership:

o Renewals for 2025 are open.
Also, 2 membership surveys are being developed to gather feedback: one for current
members and one for former members. The first 25 respondents to the member survey
will be entered into a drawing for a $25 gift certificate.

o Results from the surveys will be presented at an upcoming meeting early in 2025.

Mentorship and Apprentice Program:

o We have 8 applicants who will be interviewed (with their families) in December. The
Apprenticeship Program will have 4 scholarships in 2025.
o Due to this expansion, we are looking for additional volunteers to act as mentors.

Outreach:

o Activities have slowed down to almost nothing for November and December.
o Our last events in October included a presentation to a homeschool group and
participation in the Hillsborough Last Friday’s Makers Market booth.

Treasurer's Report:

o Account Balances: Checking account, money market account, and CD balances were
reviewed.

o NCSU Fellowship Fund: The club will pay $7,000 this year, covering both 2024 and
2025 commitments.

Other Announcements

Blackwood Farm Park Inspections:
o Our monthly inspection/demonstration will be held this coming Sunday at 1 PM. An
email with more information will be sent out to the email listserv.

Assistance for Western North Carolina Beekeepers:

o Assistance is being organized for beekeepers affected by the devastating flooding earlier
this fall. Dr. Tarpy is leading efforts to provide support. Some ways to help will include
workshops to help build equipment, individuals and clubs offering to provide splits in the
spring and providing monetary donations.



Holiday Party

o Date: December 12th.
o Activities: Honey dessert competition, bee photo contest, and an Amazon wish list for WNC
families instead of a silent auction. Raffle tickets for the honey extractor are still available.

Next Month’s Meeting

In lieu of a monthly meeting with an invited speaker, OCBA will be hosting their annual Holiday Party
on December 12, 2024. Speakers will resume in 2025.

Erika Wittchen
OCBA Secretary



