
Orange County Beekeepers Association 

Meeting Minutes 

February 13, 2025 

Presentation 

Eric Talley, a Master Craftsman Beekeeper and coordinator of the NCSBA Master Beekeeping Program 

discussed the contrasting practices of commercial beekeepers versus backyard hobbyists. 

Club Business 

President Axel Elling started the meeting by sending around a sign-up sheet to help plan the OCBA Bee 

Jamboree. OCBA has held a Jamboree for the past two summers. It has been a time of food, fellowship 

and friendly competition for honey and desserts made with honey. The volunteers will find a date and 

organize the event.  

Treasurer Report: 

• Treasurer Jim Greco presented two slides on the club budget: one a monthly summary of 2025 so 

far and the other was a review showing budget details for 2025. Deposits so far this year include 

bee school tuition payments and fees for membership renewals or new joiners. Outgoing 

payments so far cover payments to speakers for bee school and equipment purchase for the four 

apprentices.  

Membership Report: 

• Cindy Copolo spoke on behalf of the Membership directors and urged everyone to renew their 

membership or consider upgrading to a lifetime membership. So far 77 members have renewed 

and 5 members have upgraded to lifetime membership. She said the membership survey has been 

completed and tallied and the results will be presented at an upcoming meeting. 

New OCBA Grant Program Announced: 

• Leif Roll announced a new OCBA grant to promote and support honey bees and the art and 

science of beekeeping.  Our club will sponsor up to one grant of up to $1,000 each year; the 

deadline for applications for the Spring award is May 2, 2025. Details and an application will be 

on the club website soon. Leif is looking for 3 club members to form the special committee to 

review grant applications and recommend a winner(s). 

Update on Collaboratives: 

• Daniel Curry Corcoran introduced himself as the new coordinator of collaboratives for OCBA. 

The collaboratives are for beekeepers with at least one year of experience seeking a chance to 

continue learning about beekeeping with others who live near them. There is a form to fill out on 

the OCBA website for those who are interested in participating. Daniel will hold a meeting at the 

Blackwood Farm apiary for sharing more information and organizing collaboratives.   

Apprenticeship Report: 

• Lisa Vogel confirmed on behalf of Jose Olmedo that all four apprentices have received their hive 

equipment and are currently assembling and painting it. 



Update on Western NC Beekeepers Support: 

• Axel reported that beekeepers in Western North Carolina still are struggling to get their feet on 

the ground post Hurricane Helene in September 2024 and there are more requests for help 

coming in. NCSBA President Rick Coor and David Tarpey at NCSU along with Jennifer Keller 

at NCSU are organizing efforts to meet some of the beekeepers ’needs. It is expected that 

Saturdays in May will be dedicated work days to gather and deliver bees to the mountains. Any 

club member willing to coordinate with the state team should let Axel know. 

Demo at Blackwood Farm Apiary: 

• Brad Kosiba said there will be a learning opportunity in the next week or so at Blackwood Farms 

Apiary on the topic of bait hives and trapping swarms. A notice will go out to all when the time 

is set.  

Next Month’s Speaker: 

Ashby Miller of Ashby Farms in Burlington will be presenting. Ashby will discuss and demonstrate 

techniques from his work propagating varroa mite-resistant stock. 
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