
Orange County Beekeepers Association 
Meeting Minutes 

May 8, 2025 

Mary Ann Rhyne (OCBA Vice-president) opened the May OCBA monthly meeting by welcoming 
attendees. The OCBA meeting was attended by approximately 40 members in-person at the Orange 
County Extension Office in Hillsborough. 
 
2024 Apprentice Presentation: 
Clare G. was one of OCBA’s apprentices of the 2024 season. She gave a short PowerPoint presentation 
titled “My Beekeeping Journey”. She told us about the ups and downs of her first beekeeping season, 
which included queen losses and laying workers. But she persevered and this spring, having caught a 
swarm, has 2 thriving colonies and is looking forward to a potential honey harvest in 2025! 

Presentation: Mead Making 

Burton Beasley is an NCSBA Master Craftsman Beekeeper who joined us to present on the topic of 
mead making. His presentation covered the basics from equipment, process, and types of meads. 

Club Business 

Treasurer’s Report (Jim Grecco) 
-  Jim presented slides showing account balances (checking account, money market account, and 

CD balances were reviewed and income/expenses noted) and a summary slide of the year-to-date 
monthly budget report. 

Outreach Report (Jim Barrick)  
- Jim recapped the details on the upcoming Bee Jamboree event: 

o Saturday June 28, 2025, from 3-6 pm at Blackwood Farm Park. 
o Potluck: bring a dish or dessert. There is a sign-up sheet on the OCBA website 
o Don Hopkins will be our guest of honor. 
o Fun activities will include a black jar honey competition, bee-friendly scavenger hunt, 

tour of the OCBA Apiary, potluck dinner, honey dessert competition, and more! 
- Recent outreach events: 

o Blackwood Farm Park “Buckets and Boots” kids event: ~20 kids plus their parents/adults 
attended and got to see the observation hive in action. 

o New Hope Elementary STEM event: Kristin Long and Sara Garrison worked this event, 
the 3rd for them this year! 

o Chapel Hill Public Library author event (Kamel Bell, also an OCBA member!): Celeste 
Mayer worked the event and reported ~50 people stopped by the information booth to 
talk about bees and beekeeping. 



- Upcoming outreach opportunities include: 
o Orange County Public Library, to promote Summer Reading kickoff and Community 

Resource Fair (June 7 10-12 PM) 
o Lavender Farms Event (June 14 and June 15), this is an annual event where OCBA has 

had an information table for the past several years. 
o Hillsborough Last Fridays (May 30 through October), opportunities include selling honey 

and other products from the hive. Jim reminded us that OCBA paid the initial (one-time) 
registration fee and then you are responsible for the $20 per event fee. He also noted that 
June-August will likely be popular since people will have harvested their honey. He 
encouraged members to sign up for a spot while there are spaces available. 

Upcoming Events  

- Blackwood Farm Park Hive Demonstration (Brad Kosiba) 
o On Sunday May 11, there will be a demonstration on performing varroa mite counts and 

checking on Queen health. 
- Honey Extraction Workshop (Jim Greco and Randall Austin) 

o There will be a hands-on honey extraction workshop on Saturday June 21 from 10 AM to 
noon at the Orange County Extension Office. 

Raffle 

- Starrlight Meadery (Pittsboro NC) donated 3 $50 gift certificates for mead tastings at their 
Meadery. 

Next Month’s Speaker (Mary Ann Rhyne) 
At the next OCBA monthly meeting (June 12) our presentation will be by Joe Komperda, NCSBA 
Master Craftsman Beekeeper from Iredell County, on the topic of varroa mite control. 
 
Erika Wittchen 
OCBA Secretary 


