Orange County Beekeepers Association

Meeting Minutes
September 11, 2025

Mary Ann Rhyne (OCBA Vice-president) opened the September OCBA monthly meeting by welcoming
attendees. The OCBA meeting was attended by approximately 48 members in-person at the Orange
County Extension Office in Hillsborough.

Presentation: Prepping for Winter

Kim Guillemette is a Master Beekeeper and apiculture technician at NCSU, managing about 130
colonies in her role supporting research and outreach programs. She is a former Honey Bee Health
Specialist for the Texas region at Bee Informed Partnership. She is also club treasurer for the
Beekeepers of the Neuse club, and she operates Bartlett Bees Apiary and Farm, near Pikeville, NC.

Kim told the key things to assess this time of year are:

Is the colony queenright?

Are there enough resources (honey and pollen)? If not, FEED.

Consolidate excess space now that colony population is naturally decreasing.
Assess varroa mite load and treat NOW if needed.

Club Business

Announcements (Axel Elling)

- The club received thanks from western county beekeeping chapters for the help provided for
recovery from the losses following Hurricane Chantal in July 2025.

- The club is looking for volunteers to organize the Holiday Party.

- There is at least one study group for the MBP program that will start meeting soon.

- Only a few days left to enter NC State Fair honey competitions.

Outreach Report (Jim Barrick)

- Jim reminded us there are only 2 Last Fridays (Hillsborough) left this season.
- Reminder that we still need volunteers to work an OCBA information table at the Orange County
Master Gardeners Plant Fest on October 11 (Blackwood Farm Park).

Raffle
- Door prize items that were donated this month included a nuc box, cap, and a collection of
essential oils.
Next Month’s Speaker (Mary Ann Rhyne)

- At the next OCBA monthly meeting (October 9), Mark Powers, OCBA member, past-president,
and retired physician, will present on bee stings and allergic reactions.

Erika Wittchen
OCBA Secretary



