
Orange County Beekeepers Association 
Meeting Minutes 

June 12, 2025 

Mary Ann Rhyne (OCBA Vice-president) opened the June OCBA monthly meeting by welcoming 
attendees. The OCBA meeting was attended by approximately 55 members in-person at the Orange 
County Extension Office in Hillsborough. 
 

2024 Apprentice Presentation: 

Rhett (mentored by Brad Kosiba) was one of OCBA’s apprentices of the 2024 season. Rhett’s 
presentation was engaging and took us through his year in beekeeping month by month. One of his 
newly hived packages swarmed in May 2024, but requeened. A highlight was the successful 
overwintering of his bees, and he was looking forward to a honey harvest this year. However, the colony 
swarmed, taking a lot of the stored honey with them. To be determined if they can harvest a small 
amount. 

Presentation: Bee-engaged: an average Joe beekeepers guide to Varroa mite monitoring and 
control 

Joe Komperda is a Master Beekeeper based in Iredell County. Joe and his wife, Debbie, keep bees, 
teach classes, and offer hive inspection and colony management services, as well as sell honey and 
products from the hive (https://happybusybees.com/). They recently moved to NC from Colorado, where 
they had hives in the Denver Metro Area including at the Denver Broncos training center. 

Joe detailed the many methods of mite monitoring, emphasizing that the sugar shake and alcohol wash 
methods are the only reliable way to accurately estimate mite load. Aside from the standard treatment 
options (oxalic acid vaporization/dribble, Apiguard, Formic Pro, etc), there are 2 new treatment options 
that have just been approved: “VarroxSan”, a slow-release strip formulation, and “Norroa™”, an RNAi 
(RNA interference) treatment that specifically targets a key Varroa gene involved in mite egg 
production. 

Club Business 

Announcements 
- Honey Extraction Workshop will be held June 22, 10AM-noon. An email with more 

information will be sent to the listserv. 
- No OCBA meeting in July (due to the NCSBA summer conference). 
- NC State Fair exhibit? Axel put out a call for interest in OCBA planning a state fair exhibit? 

Outreach Report (Jim Barrick)  
- The Lavender Farms event is this weekend (June 14 and 15). 
- All other events have been covered. 

https://happybusybees.com/


Education (Randall) 

- Planning for bee School 2026 is underway. 
- Randall and Carrie are considering a different format and would like feedback on the option of 

having 3 half-days (on a Saturday) instead of weekly for 10 weeks. 

Erika Wittchen 
OCBA Secretary 


