Orange County Beekeepers Association

Meeting Minutes
November 13, 2025

OCBA Vice President, Mary Anne Rhyne, opened the November meeting and welcomed the attendees.
The meeting was attended by approximately 42 members in-person at the Orange County Extension
Office in Hillsborough.

Presentation: NC Born and Bred Program

Rick Coor, immediate past president of the NCSBA, joined us in-person to provide an overview of the
process of queen rearing and to increase awareness of the NCSBA Born and Bred queen rearing
program (https://www.ncbeekeepers.org/programs/born-and-bred). The goal of the program is to help
provide beekeepers in NC the basics on queen rearing and to help establish an in-state supply of honey
bees and queens.

Club Business

Membership (Leif Roll)

- An informal survey will be provided at the holiday party. The OCBA board wants your feedback
on what worked well in 2025 and what could be improved on.

- Reminder: 2026 OCBA membership renewals are open.

- Welcomed first-time attendees and new members.

Holiday Party (Cindy Copolo)

- The annual OCBA Holiday Party will be held Thursday, December 11, at 6:30 pm at the Orange
County Extension Office in Hillsborough.
- Special Events:
o Honey bee photo contest
Mead contest
Black jar honey competition
Cake/Dessert/Cookie Walk
Storytelling, games, food donation drive
Potluck food and drinks
Raffle drawing (prizes include a 4 frame manual extractor—donated by Matt
Baumgartner, OC Extension Agent; 9 frame double deep HivelQ beehive with medium
super—donated by Nerissa Rivera; poinsettia plants—donated by Eno River Farm; and
various other items donated by Bailey Bee Supply).
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Education (Carrie Donley)

- Bee School 2026 registration is open, spread the word!


https://www.ncbeekeepers.org/programs/born-and-bred

- There are already 10 registrants.
- This year it will be a 9 week course.

Apprenticeship Program (Ryan Chamberlain)

- Announced the apprenticeship program is paused for 2026 while the program is being revamped.

Treasurers Report (Jim Greco)

- Jim recapped our 2025 financial report with a summary slide. and presented an overview of our
2026 budget.

Election (Axel Elling)

- Thanked the nominating committee (Jim Barrick, Jim Rodgers, Cindy Copolo)
- Introduced the slate of candidates:
o Dawn Rogers for president,
Cindy Copolo for vice-president,
Rob Zelt for treasurer,
Andrea Zimmerman for secretary,
Celeste Mayer and Carrie Donley for education co-directorship
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- Motion 1 (put forth by Axel Elling): Motion to vote on the full slate of candidates by
acclamation.
o Seconded by Nerissa Rivera
o Motion was passed.

- Motion 2 (put forth by Axel Elling): Motion to approve the slate of candidates as presented,
with their term beginning January 2026.
o Seconded by Ryan Chamberlain
o Motion was passed.

Next Month’s Speaker
In lieu of a speaker, the December meeting will be OCBA’s annual holiday party.

Erika Wittchen
OCBA Secretary



