
Orange County Beekeepers Association 
Meeting Minutes 
August 14, 2025 

Mary Ann Rhyne (OCBA Vice-president) opened the August OCBA monthly meeting by welcoming 
attendees. The OCBA meeting was attended by approximately 43 members in-person at the Orange 
County Extension Office in Hillsborough. 
 

Presentation: NC State Fair Honey Competitions 

Jennifer Keller has worked in the Tarpy lab at NCSU as head apiculture technician, and she now also 
serves as an outreach and extension coordinator. Jennifer shared tips for preparing blue ribbon quality 
entries for the NC state fair competitions. These include not only honey, but also products from the hive 
such as wax, mead, food made with honey, photography, and more. 

Club Business 

Announcements from the Summer NCSBA meeting (Ira Poston) 
- Celeste Mayer was elected as the NCSBA Piedmont Regional Director. 
- Janet Staats received her certificate for achieving Journeyman level of the NCSBA master 

Beekeeper program. 

Outreach Report (Jim Barrick)  
- Jim reminded us about the Last Fridays event in Hillsborough 
- Looking for volunteers to work an OCBA information table at the Orange County Master 

Gardeners Plant Fest on October 11. 

Nominating Committee (Axel Elling) 

- Axel announced the establishment of a nominating committee to identify candidates for board 
positions opening for 2026, but is looking for additional help. Current members include: Cindy 
Copolo, Jim Rodgers, and Jim Barrick. 

- Open positions include: president, vice-president, treasurer, and secretary. 

Raffle 

- Starting this month, OCBA members are encouraged to bring something homemade, produce 
from the garden, eggs, etc to donate as door prizes.  

- Items that were donated this month included a handmade woven basket, eggs, homemade 
kombucha, and figs! 



Next Month’s Speaker (Mary Ann Rhyne) 

- At the next OCBA monthly meeting (September 11) our presentation will be by Kim 
Guillemette, a Master Beekeeper and apiculture technician at NCSU. She will talk about 
preparing our hives for winter. 

 
Erika Wittchen 
OCBA Secretary 


