Orange County Beekeepers Association

Meeting Minutes
October 9, 2025

Mary Ann Rhyne (OCBA Vice-president) opened the October OCBA monthly meeting by welcoming
attendees. The OCBA meeting was attended by approximately 40 members in-person at the Orange
County Extension Office in Hillsborough.

Presentation: Bee Sting Allergies

Mark Powers is an OCBA member, past-president, and retired physician. His presentation began with
an overview of bee sting allergies, and included fascinating facts such as approximately 2% of adults
have an allergy to bee venom, and while there are ~40 deaths per year (in the US), less than 25% of
these were due to honey bee stings. Mark specified the differences between a large local reaction (LLR-
prominent localized swelling and redness but is not life threatening) versus a true anaphylactic reaction
(systemic reaction, can lead to difficulty breathing, hives, dizziness, low blood pressure, and is life-
threatening). He also gave some information on treatment, testing for venom allergies, and venom
immunotherapy (desensitization therapy). Mark published an article on this topic in American Bee
Journal, which can be found at this link:

https://americanbeejournal.mydigitalpublication.com/articles/bee-sting-alleregy-what-you-need-to-know

Club Business

Announcements(Axel Elling)

- Jose Olmeda has resigned as mentorship director; Ryan Chamberlain (a former OCBA president)
has been named as interim mentorship director to complete the term, which will end December
2026.

Holiday Party (Cindy Copolo)

- Cindy called for additional volunteers to help plan the holiday party.
- Planning is already underway, and will include activities such as a raffle, dessert, honey, and
mead competitions, as well as games.

Education (Carrie Donley)

- Bee School 2026 sign-up is now live on the OCBA website: https://theocba.org/education/intro-
to-beekeeping-class/
- MBP study groups: the first group has started their bi-weekly meetings/study sessions in
preparation for the written examination, which will be administered at the next state conference.
- Leif asked if there was still a plan to develop an Intermediate Bee School class(es).
o Still working out some details, may not be ready for 2026.
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Outreach Report (Jim Barrick)

- Jim reminded us about the Last Fridays event in Hillsborough
- The OCBA table at Orange County Master Gardeners Plant Fest on October 11 has been
covered.

Bee Jamboree (Jim Barrick)

- The Bee Jamboree event was a success. Jim thanked the volunteers and announced the winners
of the mead, honey, and dessert competitions.

- Jim asked for feedback on the timing of the Bee Jamboree, and the majority indicated a mid-to-
late September event was preferable to a June/July event.

Next Month’s Speaker (Mary Ann Rhyne)

- At the next OCBA monthly meeting (November 13) we will have a presentation on propolis,
from a molecular biologist at the USDA Baton Rouge Honey Bee Lab.

Erika Wittchen
OCBA Secretary



