
Orange County Beekeepers Association 

April 2026 Meeting Minutes 

April 9, 2026 

OCBA President, Dawn Rogers and Vice-President, Cindy Copolo, opened the April meeting and 
welcomed the attendees. The meeting was attended by approximately 35 members in-person at 
the Orange County Extension Office in Hillsborough.  

 

Apprentice Introduction (Lisa Vogel): 

All about my journey with Bees by Serena Khalidi, OCBA Apprentice 

• Serena gave a wonderful presentation about her experience in the OCBA Apprenticeship 
Program and presented her mentors, Lisa Vogel and Jim Barrick, with a kind gift of 
appreciation. 

 

Guest Presentation: Minding Your Own Beeswax! 

Burton Beasley of Gaston County presented "Minding Your Own Beeswax!," a look at methods 
for cleaning, rendering, and processing wax.  He also provided uses for and marketability of 
value-added products that can be produced from rendered wax.   
 
Burton Beasley is the owner and operator of Beasley Honey Company, managing colonies in 
Gaston, Lincoln, and Henderson counties for honey production, pollination, and nuc and queen 
production, as well as wax products from the hives.  He is a North Carolina State Beekeepers 
Association Master Craftsman Beekeeper, an Eastern Apiculture Society Master Beekeeper, and 
a past president of Gaston County Beekeepers Association. 
 
Club Business: 
 

State Fair- (Dawn Rogers) 

• The State Fair is coming up in October and we need entries for the OCBA booth. Dawn 
will send out a sign-up sheet soon. 

o Entries could include perfect capped honey frames, honey, comb honey or even 
bee themed art or jewelry. 

Membership – (Leif Roll) 

• The OCBA is still accepting membership dues. Please reach out to Leif or Genia Roll to 
purchase or renew your membership. 

 



OCBA Budget (Rob Zelt) 

• We have more funds this month compared to last month; thanks to members renewing 
those memberships! 

Member Volunteer Appreciation Program (Carrie Donley)   

• Carrie discussed the Member Volunteer Appreciation Program and sent the Volunteer 
Point Sheet around to capture volunteer contributions, which earn points toward raffle 
tickets. 

Outreach (Jim Barrick) 

•  Jim outlined many upcoming Volunteer Opportunities in the month of April and May for 
which they will need help.  These are great ways to earn those volunteer points/raffle tickets 
mentioned above. 

Blackwood Farm (Brad Kosiba) 

• Blackwood Farm Apiary is hosting a monthly hive check this Saturday, April 11th at 11am; all 

are welcome to join. 

 

Andrea Zimmerman, OCBA, Board of Directors-Secretary 

 

 


