Orange County Beekeepers Association

February 2026 Meeting Minutes

February 12, 2026

OCBA Vice-President, Cindy Copolo, opened the February meeting and welcomed the
attendees. The meeting was attended by approximately 55 members in-person at the Orange
County Extension Office in Hillsborough.

Mentorship Program

e Josh, a current apprentice in the OCBA Apprenticeship Program presented an
informative overview of his experience working as an apprentice in the program.
Congrats to Josh for a job well done and thanks to all the mentors and volunteers who
made the Mentorship Program a success.

Guest Presentation:

Eric Walgren of GreenLight Biosciences® spoke about their new product, Norroa, a new EPA-
registered, RN A-based treatment for varroa mites that is safe for bees. This product (see/double
click on link below for 1-page informational) inhibits mites from reproducing and provides up to
18 weeks of control. The timing of this product could not be more critical as we see the efficacy
of existing miticides declining. Data from the Honey Bee Health Coalition found between June
2024 and March 2025, 1.7 million honey bee colonies were lost, and commercial beekeepers had
62% loss of their colonies. Norroa can be purchased locally at Bailey’s Bee Supply or online at
Mann Lake.

*GreenlLight Biosciences is a Massachusetts-based agritech company that manufactures RNA-
based products and alternatives to chemical pesticides.
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Club Business:

State Beekeeping Conference Highlights (Dawn Rogers)

e Much learning had at the conference, for example, peppermints can be used in hives for
repelling small hive beetles.

e Many appreciated Hillary Kearney's observations about the temperament of Africanized
bee swarms in San Diego being not as defensive as similar swarms collected outside city
limits based on her experience and her hypothesis that more defensive swarms are
destroyed not collected.



e Another interesting topic was around various pollen genetic testing, which is
significantly different than nectar testing.

Clusters (Ryan Chamberlain)

e Many are signing up for the Clusters Program. Thanks to Carrie and Celeste for getting
the word out at Bee School regarding the Clusters Program.

Membership — (Leif Roll)

e Reminder: 2026 OCBA membership renewals are open, and Leif mentioned Member
versus non-Member benefits.

Education (Carrie Donley)
e Bee School 2026 is underway and off to a great start.

Swarm Patrol (Chris Richmond)

e Anannouncement will be sent out soon for signing up for the Swarm Patrol- a volunteer
program through OCBA to remove unwanted swarms from the county. The OCBA does
not charge for this service; it’s a great way for beekeepers who are members of OCBA to
capture a free swarm and provide a service to our community!

Blackwood Farm (Brad Kosiba)

e Blackwood Farm Demo to check the bees (from the outside) on Saturday at 11am near
the ranger station and they will also be placing a swarm trap on the other side of the
Farm.

e Some bees were lost over the winter, so they will be replacing lost colonies. Brad
mentioned they are open to receiving bees from anyone wishing to provide them.

Outreach (Jim Barrick)

e There are currently ~14 outreach opportunities available, the first starting on March
19" to present to the public about bees. Jim is looking for volunteers for these
upcoming opportunities.

Andrea Zimmerman, OCBA, Board of Directors-Secretary



