
Orange County Beekeepers Association 

March 2026 Meeting Minutes 

March 12, 2026 

OCBA Vice-President, Cindy Copolo, opened the March meeting and welcomed the attendees. 
The meeting was attended by approximately 30 members in-person at the Orange County 
Extension Office in Hillsborough.  

Guest Presentation (via Zoom):  

Dr. Michael Simone-Finstrom, presented his research on propolis and its health benefits for 
honey bees. Dr. Simone-Finstrom is a molecular biologist at the USDA Agriculture Research 
Service in Baton Rouge, Louisiana.   Dr. Simone-Finstrom’s research has focused on individual 
and social mechanisms of disease resistance in honey bees, including resin/propolis use, 
hygienic behavior, and genetic diversity.  He received his Ph.D. at the University of Minnesota, 
doing pioneering work on how and why bees collect plant resins to make propolis, followed by 
postdoctoral research with Dr. Tarpy at NC State University.  He currently focuses on how honey 
bees can be made stronger, healthier, and more productive by harnessing their own natural 
defenses and traits.  His work strives to understand how these traits, particularly the use of 
propolis, work together for viral resistance and how beekeepers can promote these health 
behaviors.  
 

Club Business: 
 

Education (Carrie Donley)   

• Carrie presented the Journeyman Beekeeper Certificate to Jim Barrick. Congrats to Jim!  

• Bee School wrapped up on Tuesday with a 100% pass rate from all 69 participants. 

• Carrie presented the OCBA Volunteer Recognition Program to incentivize more people to 
participate in club activities.  The pilot program will launch in April. 

Swarm Patrol (Chris Richmond) 

• Chris sent out the sign-up sheets for Swarm Patrol today.  Please sign up as we need 
many hands on deck to control the swarms this season. 

OCBA Budget (Rob Zelt) 

• Rob presented on the final 2025 actual numbers as well as the Budget for 2026. 
o A bit more administrative type expenses between 2025 versus 2026 budget 

o Expect to ultimately end 2026 with a similar balance as 2025 

o The income from Education (Bee School) is by far the majority of the OCBA 

income  

o We are on a bit of a lower trajectory for membership than last year  



o This is our second largest income source, so please continue to support the OCBA 
through those dues. 

Clusters (Ryan Chamberlain) 

• Ryan recognized the many volunteers and participants taking part in the Cluster groups. 

Membership – (Leif Roll) 

• Leif outlined the membership benefits and reiterated the importance of keeping up with 
membership dues. 

Outreach (Jim Barrick) 

• Jim mentioned there are 21 requests for OCBA outreach opportunities as part of the 
Outreach Program. Plenty of volunteer opportunities here to work with the club and 
earn raffle tickets as part of the Volunteer Recognition Program. 

Blackwood Farm (Brad Kosiba) 

• Brad mentioned that all are welcome to Blackwood Farms on Saturday, March 14th  

to work in the hives and meet great people. 

Andrea Zimmerman, OCBA, Board of Directors-Secretary 

 

 


