
Orange County Beekeepers Association 

May 2026 Meeting Minutes 

May 14, 2026 

OCBA President, Dawn Rogers opened the May meeting and welcomed the attendees. The 
meeting was attended by approximately 35 members in-person at the Orange County Extension 
Office in Hillsborough.  

OCBA Apprentice Presentation: 

• Lisa, OCBA Apprentice, gave a wonderful presentation about her experience in the OCBA 
Apprenticeship Program and learnings from working with her hives. 

 

Guest Presentation: North Carolina State University (NCSU) Apiculture Research Laboratory 
and the Endowed Apiculture Professorship Position 

Dr. David Tarpy spoke about the new North Carolina State University (NCSU) Apiculture 
Research Laboratory and the Endowed Apiculture Professorship position. The new research 
laboratory represents a landmark achievement of which North Carolina beekeepers should be 
proud.  The endowed professorship (the new goal) represents a partnership between NCSU, the 
NC state government and beekeepers across the state.  This endowed distinguished 
professorship in apiculture secures future research in our state at NCSU.  Come out to hear 
about the new research laboratory and the future of apiculture research at NCSU! 
 
Dr. David Tarpy is a professor and extension apiculturist in the Department of Applied Ecology 
at North Carolina State University, where he has led the honey bee program since 2004. Having 
received his doctorate in entomology from UC Davis, Dr. Tarpy is a widely recognized authority 
on honey bee biology.  His research focuses on the behavioral ecology and genetics of insect 
societies, specifically investigating the mechanisms of queen behavior and the adaptive benefits 
of genetic diversity within colonies. Dr. Tarpy bridges the gap between basic science and 
practical application by developing innovative extension initiatives, such as the Beekeeper 
Education & Engagement System (BEES) and the NC State Queen & Disease Clinic, to improve 
colony health and productivity. His distinguished career is marked by numerous accolades, 
including being the only individual to receive both of the Eastern Apicultural Society’s highest 
honors for teaching and research, reflecting his deep commitment to both academic excellence 
and the beekeeping community. 
 
Club Business: 
 

State Fair- (Dawn Rogers) 

• OCBA will have a State Fair booth this year, and one way members can 



help out is to contribute entries to the fair. A sign-up sheet was passed around for 
entries/participation at the state fair. 

Monthly OCBA Meeting Room Set-Up- (Dawn Rogers) 

• At the beginning of each meeting, it would be helpful to have a couple of 
people help set-up the room. This would include rearranging chairs, setting up 
the table for food, etc. A sign-up sheet was circulated. 

 
Outreach- (Jim Barrick) 

• Upcoming outreach events that members can sign up for were advertised. 
o Department of Aging – Scott 
o Last Fridays – looking for people who want to sell honey and teach people 

about bees. 
o Orange County library 
o Culbreth Middle School 
o Lavender farm 
o Bee jubilee 
o State Fair – will require entries. Everyone can contribute something to our 

fair booth! 
 
Education- (Carrie Donley) 

• Member appreciation program awards points for attending meetings. 
You need to sign in at the membership table so we know you were here. 

 

Blackwood Farm- (Brad Kosiba) 

• Blackwood Farm Apiary is hosting a Hive Inspection Demo this Saturday at 10am.   

 
OCBA Giving- (Rob Zelt and Dawn Rogers) 

• OCBA has given $15,000 to Dr. Tarpy’s lab since 2022! 

 

Membership- (Leif Roll) 

• Thank you to annual members – membership is fairly stable compared with 

last year. We typically have 250-260 members of the club. 

 

Andrea Zimmerman, OCBA, Board of Directors-Secretary 

 

 


