Orange County Beekeepers Association
June 2026 Meeting Minutes

June, 11 2026

OCBA President, Dawn Rogers opened the June meeting and welcomed the attendees. The
meeting was attended by approximately 40 members in-person at the Orange County Extension
Office in Hillsborough.

OCBA Apprentice Presentation:

e Oscar Rose, OCBA Apprentice presented on his experience in the OCBA Apprenticeship
Program and learnings from working with his hives.

Guest Presentation: Pollinators, Plants and Flowers in the Piedmont by Janet Staats.

Pollinators need more than flowers. They need a healthy habitat. Janet Staats presented on the
best native plants for supporting honey bees and native pollinators in Piedmont, North

Carolina. She also provided practical gardening strategies, native plant recommendations, and
eco-friendly alternatives to invasive species that can help transform any landscape into a thriving
pollinator habitat.

After 32 years working in the Duke Immune Monitoring Core, Janet retired in 2020. She dove
straight into OCBA's Introduction to Beekeeping class, rediscovering her love for bees and
uncovering the fascinating, complicated relationship between honeybees and their native
pollinator neighbors. In addition to being an accomplished beekeeper, Janet Staats is a certified
Orange County Master Gardener, a Master Naturalist, and a NCSBA Journeyman Beekeeper, as
well as a former OCBA president. To illustrate her dedication to and love of nature, Janet
certified her property as a Bird Friendly Habitat through the New Hope Bird Alliance and
established a conservation easement with Triangle Land Conservancy.

Club Business:

State Fair- (Dawn Rogers)

e The State Fair is coming up and planning is underway for the booth. Calling all quilters—
there is a need for quilts at the booth. Please see Dawn for more details.

Free Bee School for Vets- (David Baily)

e David mentioned they will be hosting a FREE Bee School for Vets as part of their
Anniversary Event. Please reach out to Baily’s Bee Supply for more details.

Outreach- (Jim Barrick)



e Upcoming outreach events that members can sign up for were advertised.
o Lavendar Farms- need 2 more slots for Sunday afternoon
o Last Friday of Month in Hillsborough opportunities
o Duke Literacy Camp opportunities
o NC State Fair booth opportunities

Carrboro High School Beekeeper Mentors Needed- (Dawn Rogers)

e The current Carrboro High School beekeeper mentors, Mary Anne and Wayne, are
stepping down and there is a need for new mentor volunteers to step in and work with
the high school students. Please reach out to Dawn if you are interested. The club would
like to thank Mary Anne and Wayne for their 4-year commitment to the students.

Blackwood Farm- (Brad Kosiba)
e Blackwood Farm Apiary is hosting a Hive Inspection Demo this Saturday at 10am.

REMINDER: There will not be an OCBA Monthly Meeting held in July given the State
Beekeepers Convention. You are encouraged to attend the convention with your fellow
beekeepers!

Andrea Zimmerman, OCBA, Board of Directors-Secretary



