
Orange County Beekeepers Association 

Aug. 2026 Meeting Minutes 

August, 13 2026 

OCBA Vice President, Cindy Copolo opened the August meeting and welcomed the attendees. 

The meeting was attended by approximately 25 members in-person at the Orange County 

Extension Office in Hillsborough.  

 

Guest Presentation: Marketing Products of the Hive by Mart Bumgarner 

Mart addressed how to successfully promote and sell the full range of hive-derived goods 

including beeswax, propolis, pollen and royal jelly. 

 

Mart Bumgarner works for the Orange County Extension Service as the Crops and Horticulture 

Agent. He received his Bachelor of Science degree in general agriculture from Tennessee 

Technical University and his Master of Science degree from NC State University.  He served in 

the US Army for more than 26 years as an armor officer before retiring as a lieutenant 

colonel.  He happily states he loves his job and thrives by giving back to the community. 

 

Club Business: 

Master Beekeeper Awards (Dawn Rogers) 

• The NCSB Master Beekeeper awards were presented at the State Conference last month. 

Big congratulations to the OCBA members who received their Master Beekeeper 

Certificates:  

o David Bailey 

o Carrie Donley 

o Richard Dunnigan 

o Axel Elling 

o Dawn Rogers 

Nominating Committee (Dawn Rogers) 

• We are seeking new leaders to fill vacant roles for the OCBA Board of Directors.  If you 
are asked, please consider stepping up to volunteer your time and talents with other 
fellow beekeeper friends. 

Raffle (Dawn Rogers) 

• Barbara Rogers has kindly offered to make a quilt to raffle off for the OCBA education 
fund. The quilt will hang at Bailey’s Bee Shop until it is raffled off at the OCBA Holiday 
Party in December. 
 

Outreach- (Jim Barrick) 

• Upcoming outreach events that members can sign up for volunteer activities were 

advertised. 



o Last Fridays in Aug, Sept. and October, 

o Piedmont Pollinator Species Counting 

o Many opportunities to earn those volunteer points for raffle tickets! 

 

Jamboree for 2026 (Dawn Rogers) 

• The board voted to cancel the Jamboree for 2026 given the limited time and resources 
to organize the event.  

Volunteer Recognition Program (Dawn Rogers) 

• Celeste and Carrie continue to track the member appreciation points for volunteer 
contributions as part of the Volunteer Recognition Program.  

• A Volunteer Appreciation Event will be held this Fall and the club is seeking raffle items 
for this event. Please submit items to Carrie Donley on or before November 1st.   
 

Apprenticeship Program (Dawn Rogers) 

• The Apprenticeship Program will continue for the 2027 season but on more modest scale 

as was in years past.  The club will be seeking applications this Fall with only 1 

apprentice to be chosen.  

 

Certified Practical Exam 

• The Board approved the ability to take the Certified Practical Exam 3 months after 
passing the Certified Written Exam, rather than waiting a year to take the Certified 
Practical Exam.  The State Beekeepers rule around this is only 3 months and that is what 
we will now conform to. 
 

NC State New Facility Room Naming Opportunity 

• In an effort to raise funds for the NC State Apiculture Research and Extension Facility, the 
OCBA board voted to co-sponsor the naming of their new extracting lab facility.  This will 
be in conjunction with the Wake County and Durham County Beekeepers Associations 
for a total of $25K, where each club would contribute $8333/club paid for over a 5-year 
period and the name would stay on the building as long as it is in apiculture use; it was 
also proposed that each club could give $10K ($2K/year for 5 years) to provide extra 
support. 

 

Blackwood Farm- (Andrew Ford) 

• Blackwood Farm Apiary is hosting a Hive Inspection this Saturday at 9 am.  They will 

convene to inspect their 4 hives for bees, brood, food, space and Varroa. All are invited to 

join in and lend a hand, ask beekeeping questions of the knowledgeable volunteers and 

have a good time engaging with the OCBA club hives. 

 

Andrea Zimmerman, OCBA, Board of Directors-Secretary 


